
MDAS Synod & Retreat 2018 
“Contending for the Faith” ~ Jude 1:3 

 
Holy Eucharist with the Blessing of the Oils 
 
The Right Rev. William Ilgenfritz, Bishop Ordinary, preached a sermon, “The Chrism Mass” in which he 
explained the reason behind the three anointing oils and the significance of each one.  Jesus is the 
Anointed One. We are His anointed people.  The blessing of the oils tells us what we are about as a 
church carrying out His mission in the Church. 
 
Oil of Catechumens 
This oil is used in baptism to help the newly baptized to turn away from evil, temptation and sin.  The 
mission of the Church by means of this oil is conversion of the heart from self to God. 
 
Oil of the Sick 
The oil of the sick brings healing and reconciliation.  Where does our parish hurt? Are the people being 
nourished here?  The mission of the Church by means of this oil is healing. 
 
Oil of Chrism 
This oil is used after baptism and confirmation to strengthen believers through the Holy Spirit to live as 
faithful followers of Christ.  The oil of Chrism is used to anoint the altar where Holy Eucharist is the 
highest expression of praise and thanksgiving in the Church.  It is also used for the ordination of bishops, 
priests and deacons.   
 
The Chrism Mass expresses the unity of the priesthood around the bishop of His Church.  What can we 
do?  We can hold each other accountable for the ministry we share to preach faithfully and administer 
the sacraments faithfully. 
 
Each vicar or rector received the three blessed oils to take home for use in their parishes. 
 
Bishop’s Welcome 
Rt. Rev. William Ilgenfritz welcomed all the attendees to the MDAS Synod 2018 and led an opening 
prayer for the Church. The bishop asked the Right Rev. Richard Lipka to make a presentation on the 
meeting in Ireland March 4-9, 2018 with the Non-Papal Catholic Bishops. 
 
Report on the Non-Papal Catholic Bishops Meeting in Ireland 
The Rt. Rev. Richard Lipka first described the meeting in Ireland as a “Convocation for the Restoration 
and Renewal of the Undivided Church through a renewed Catholicity.” The stated purpose of this 
meeting accords with MDAS founding by Forward in Faith North America as an Anglo-Catholic diocese 
“to win hearts to Evangelical Faith, Catholic Truth, Apostolic Order and Godly Life within the fellowship 
of thy Holy Church.” (FiFNA daily prayer) 
 
Rt. Rev. Richard Lipka then read the official statement from the Union of Scranton, “A Call to Missional 
and Ecumenical Fellowship” dated March 8, 2018.  The Polish National Catholic Church and the Nordic 
Catholic Church are co-signers of the Union of Scranton which binds the two churches together in full 
communion.  The Church leaders affirmed the Old and New Testaments as the revealed Word of God; 
the Ecumenical Creeds; the Historic Episcopate; and the historic liturgies of the Western Church.  Their 
faith is based on the historic catholic faith of the undivided Church.  The letter lays out four pledges: 



1. Observers may participate in one another’s convocations, conferences and synods. 
2. Mutual dialogue, study and implementation of common missional objectives. 
3. Explore mission partnership to advance the Gospel through discipleship, stewardship and 

ministry training. 
4. To work together to fulfill the Great Commission of Christ through mutual cooperation and 

support to find a path for a renewed ecclesial community based on principles of ecumenical 
catholicity. 

A second gathering next spring will be hosted in Scranton, Pennsylvania by the Polish National Catholic 
Church in hopes of continuing the conversation. 
 
Rt. Rev. William Ilgenfritz’ Address 
Following the reading of the letter from the Union of Scranton, Rt. Rev. William Ilgenfritz stated that 
Bishop Morales, our intended teacher for this retreat, was unable to attend due to the serious illness of 
his father in Puerto Rico.  In view of the report just given by Rt. Rev. Richard Lipka, two REC bishops 
were invited to make a presentation to the attendees at the Synod.  They are Rt. Rev. Ray Sutton, 
Presiding Bishop of the REC, and Rt. Rev. David Hicks, Bishop Ordinary of the Diocese of Northeast and 
Mid-Atlantic. 
 
Rt. Rev. Ilgenfritz continued his address saying for Christians, hearing and responding to God’s voice is a 
sign of spiritual health.  He told the story of his own silent retreat before his consecration as bishop 
when God spoke to him and said two things.  1) Never treat others the way you were treated in the 
Episcopal Church (marginalized/persecuted). 2) Be as transparent as possible.  Expose conflict to the 
light of day. 
 
Problems with ACNA 
 
Rt. Rev. Ilgenfritz reported from the College of Bishops meeting on the Task Force Report on the 
Ordination of Women that the bishops requested a moratorium on the ordination of women to the 
priesthood in ACNA, as such ordinations are a divisive issue in ACNA.  The request was rebuffed.  
Orthodox bishops were told to “love it or leave for Rome.”  Furthermore, the Primate of South Sudan 
secretly ordained women contrary to his own constitution and canons in direct defiance of the 
moratorium by GAFCON and kept it secret for two years.  Women’s ordination is not the only problem 
with ACNA. 
 
Another objection is a Calvinist bishop, namely, one who affirms the sovereignty of God but denies the 
free will response of the sinner to God’s offer of atonement through grace.  Such a position claims that 
grace is irresistible. 
 
One congregation is practicing Credo baptism and denying infant baptism.  This practice emphasizes 
what we do rather than what God does in baptism. It denies the covenant nature of baptism. 
 
Some bishops claim the 39 Articles of Religion must be taken literally.  The objection here is that the 
Anglican Church affirms the Creeds not confesses them.  The Anglican Church is not a confessional 
church. 
 
Some bishops claim the goal of GAFCON and ACNA is to complete the Reformation.  The Anglo-Catholic 
viewpoint and practice are being pushed out of the Church in favor of an evangelical Protestant 
viewpoint and practice. 



Perhaps the most immediate threat to MDAS is the ACNA criteria of Sustainability.  Sustainability is not 
based on the viability of the faith or faithfulness of a diocese but on the size and financial welfare of 
each diocese.  According to ACNA rules, when a bishop retires or dies, the diocese must petition a 
committee of ACNA whether that diocese has sufficient attendance and sufficient budget to warrant a 
replacement bishop’s election.  That would be a problem for MDAS with our small congregations and 
limited financial resources. 
 
The College of Bishops has not yet made a decision on Women’s Ordination, also called “dual integrity.”  
 
Rt. Rev. William Ilgenfritz also clarified the nature of ACNA as a Province in the Anglican Communion.  
He stated that the Jerusalem Statement dated June 29, 2008 was actually written three weeks before 
the conference in the USA not in Jerusalem.  Also, ACNA is NOT a province in the Anglican Communion 
since to be such requires recognition by the Archbishop of Canterbury as a first step as well as additional 
criteria to be a Province in full communion.  The Archbishop of Canterbury has never recognized ACNA. 
 
This conflict does not bode well for unity in ACNA in the future.  Rt. Rev. William Ilgenfritz asked, “Which 
direction should we take to avoid the coming storms?  The Lord will surely show us the way He wants us 
to go.”  Bishop prays for direction and is waiting on the Lord for His answer.  We met with Non-Papal 
Catholic bishops moving toward renewed ecumenical Catholicism.  We pray that whatever path we take, 
God’s grace is always free but our response is anything but easy.  “I cannot defend ACNA anymore,” said 
Rt. Rev. William Ilgenfritz, “Pray for the Spirit of Wisdom to make a godly choice.” 
 
Plenary Session #1 – Presentation by the REC Bishops 
 
Given the difficult problems with ACNA over Women’s Ordination and Sustainability as a diocese when 
our bishops retire or die, Rt. Rev. Richard Lipka has presented one possible “exit ramp” for MDAS to 
consider joining the Union of Scranton with like-minded Non-Papal Catholics in the Polish National 
Catholic Church and the Nordic Catholic Church.  The two REC bishops presented a strategy to remain 
inside ACNA subsumed as part of the REC with “special protocols” to accommodate MDAS. 
 
Rt. Rev. David Hicks, REC Bishop of the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic, served as Chairman of the Task 
Force on Women in Holy Orders called by the College of Bishops in ACNA.  First, he clarified the job of 
the task force.  He said that Archbishop Duncan asked him as Chairman, “to lead the College of Bishops 
in a discussion of Women in Holy Orders.”  The Task Force’s job did not include decision-making but 
research on the topic and the historic and Biblical positions to be presented to the College for their 
consideration and decisions.  Rt. Rev. Hicks emphasized the balanced representation on the Task Force 
and its goal of a unanimous statement of all the participants.  The goal was to lead the College of 
Bishops by providing information to enable the College to make a choice.  History, ecclesiology and 
particular arguments for the various positions were presented to the College of Bishops.  The unanimous 
report clearly states that both sides cannot be right.  Either God wants women to be priests or He 
doesn’t.  The Task Force was not “stacked” to reach a specific conclusion.  The first meeting in 
September 2017 began a discussion of the topic.  It was a first response not a final conclusion.  There is 
tension in the report and in the ACNA Province. 
 
Rt. Rev. Ray Sutton, Presiding Bishop of the REC, serves as Ecumenical Officer for ACNA. He spoke about 
the history of the REC’s search for unity in the Church.  When Bishop Cummins founded the REC, he had 
an ecumenical vision of unity between the evangelical and catholic viewpoints in the Anglican Church.  
The Anglican and Catholic heritage are connected globally through the Ancient Sees.  The Catholic 



viewpoint is a long view of history from the Ancient Sees.  God will triumph ultimately in the Ancient 
Sees.  At present, communion with Canterbury is not possible.  The Anglican Way is needed in the 
Catholic and Orthodox branches of the Church.  How do we realign Christendom in the West to recover 
the ancient faith? 
 
The REC retained its own constitution and canons as a provision in joining ACNA.  ACNA’s constitution 
and canons are based on the REC’s constitution and canons.  Women’s ordination was never considered 
in the REC.  The ordination of women is a major impediment to ecumenical dialogue.  We cannot yet 
commune with each other, i.e. Eucharistic hospitality.  Baptism is admission to Eucharistic hospitality. 
 
We need Jesus’ presence in the Eucharist to heal the fractures in the Church.  In the Catholic view, 
schism is worse than the ordination of women.  Unity is very important.   Independence is anathema to 
Catholics.  Because of ACNA’s global connection, we can have ecumenical dialogue with the Global 
South.  The Vatican is recognizing a differentiated dialogue, namely, a coming realignment of 
Christendom, with those who believe in the Bible and those who don’t—the received tradition of the 
historic “faith once delivered.” 
 
Plenary Session #2 – Questions & Answers from the Bishops’ Presentations 
 
Rt. Rev. William Ilgenfritz made a few comments before beginning the Q & A session from the Synod 
attendees to ask the Bishops for their responses.  Bishop Ilgenfritz reminded the attendees that the 
ordination of women is symptomatic of deeper problems with ACNA.  It is not the sole problem.  He 
urged MDAS to keep the dialogue open for a possible exit ramp with the Polish National Catholic Church 
and the Nordic Catholic Church via the Scranton Union.  The REC bishops have given a possible strategy 
to remain within ACNA while answering our objections to ACNA’s policies. 
 
Questions posed by the attendees to the bishops: 

1. How does any church (ACNA) have the right to change the Sacred Rite of Ordination when the 
preface to the Ordination states that ordination must be practiced as the rest of Christendom 
has historically believed? 
Answer by Bishop Hicks:  Women’s ordination proponents are feeling that gender is irrelevant. 
 

2. Where is accountability among the College of Bishops? 
Answer by Bishop Hicks:  Women’s ordination was originally dealt with in the founding of 
ACNA. 
 

3. Does the “off ramp” lead to unity or fragmentation? 
Answer by Bishop Ilgenfritz:  The “off ramp” leads to unity by recovering the intercommunion 
agreement (1946-1978) which allows for interchange of Holy Orders and Eucharist.  This is part 
of the Old Catholic movement which opposes the infallibility of the Pope and universal 
jurisdiction. 
 

4. The majority of the College of Bishops oppose women’s ordination.  However, the Provincial 
Assembly would also have to enforce this position and we do not have a majority in the 
Assembly.  How can this be resolved? 
Answer by Bishop Hicks:  ACNA is trying to operate by consensus rather than voting and telling 
the losers “to go.”  We are trying to work together as a family.  If ACNA breaks up, we will lose 
the dialogue with continuing churches (Catholic, Anglican, and Orthodox).  We’ve always had 



bitter controversies in the Anglican Church.  It would be easier to divide than to stay together.  
MDAS could become a diocese in search of a church.  The REC is a church NOT an individual 
diocese.  The REC if 150 years old. 
Additional comments from Bishop Sutton:  In the end, the catholic voice will prevail.  
Maintaining the REC constitution and canons preserves the historic witness. 
 

5. Old Catholic as a possible “exit ramp”—where does that stand for remaining in ACNA vs. an 
exit ramp?  Where does it stand today especially with the G-4 Continuing Churches? 
Answer by Bishop Sutton:  The G-4 Continuing Churches have a history of being “unity 
challenged.”  The REC is looking at the Union of Scranton as a possible solution.  MDAS has an 
issue of succession after our current bishops retire or die and with liturgies.  The REC can 
accommodate MDAS. 
 

6. How would the “Inside approach” of folding into the REC benefit MDAS? 
Answer by Bishop Sutton:  MDAS bishops might be elected in the REC but might not be seated 
in the ACNA College of Bishops.  A different protocol is needed for special jurisdictions.  For 
example, CANA bishops are seated in the ACNA College of Bishops. 
 

7. How would MDAS relate to the REC Declaration of Principles and the doctrine of “Real 
Presence?” 
Answer by Bishop Sutton:  Tract 90 dealt with late medieval aberrations of Roman theology. 
We would take the Newman approach. 

 
8. How can the REC guarantee “sustainability” of MDAS given ACNA’s criteria for sustainability? 

Answer by Bishop Sutton:  We see a need for special protocols with ACNA for adding or 
sustaining dioceses.  GAFCON observed the ratio of bishops to laity and has discouraged 
multiplying bishops.  The REC sees a need for some independence.  We see a need for more 
bishops and Suffragens. 
 

9. Does the REC have the authority to consecrate its own bishops apart from ACNA? 
Answer by Bishop Sutton:  Yes, the REC does have that authority but hasn’t exercised it yet. 
 

10. How can we take practical steps to “reconcile” or reach consensus with such opposite views? 
Answer by Bishop Hicks:  How we conduct ourselves as we work toward consensus is a witness 
to the world.  It demonstrates love toward one another despite sharp disagreement.  It means 
living with the tension of disagreement. 
Additional comments by Bishop Sutton:  The REC communicated that strict interpretation of the 
39 Articles from a “Calvinist” point of view is not the original understanding of the 39 Articles. 
Final comment by Bishop Ilgenfritz:  An extreme Protestant point of view is the direction of 
ACNA at the highest level. 
 

11. Does the whole College of Bishops have a commitment to consensus? 
Answer by Bishop Hicks:  No woman will ever be a bishop was written into the ACNA 
constitution when it was founded.  In theory, the College of Bishops is trying to practice 
Christian brotherhood in consensus in spite of some weaker moments. 
 

12. If MDAS succession issue were resolved by ACNA, would we be looking for an “exit ramp?” 



Answer by Bishop Ilgenfritz:  Due to health and sustainability, the issue has become more 
urgent.  Sustainability based on “faith” versus “financial stability” has been untested as of yet. 
Additional comments by Bishop Hicks and Bishop Sutton:  There is a need for special protocols 
to be formed between the REC and ACNA to deal with this issue.  We are in the beginning of 
this discussion. 
 

13. Can unity be maintained without uniformity, for example, the Continuing Churches? 
Answer by Bishop Hicks:  The Continuing Churches have the problem with ACNA, not the other 
way around. 
 

14. How do we present another possible move to our congregations? 
Answer by Bishop Sutton:  MDAS can move to the REC and keep its own diocese.  The REC 
would be an additional buffer from ACNA. 
Additional comments by Bishop Ilgenfritz:  Whatever “exit ramp” we may take, the people in 
the pews, our congregations, will see no changes. 
 

15. How big is the REC? 
Answer:  In the United States:  115 churches in 4 dioceses; Internationally:  REK in Germany, 
Croatia, Cuba, and 2 REC Bishops in England 
 

16. When do you start looking for an “exit ramp?” 
Answer by Bishop Lipka:  What are we waiting for?  In his personal opinion, “dual integrity” is 
here to stay in ACNA. 

 
Business Session of the MDAS Synod 2018 
 
Bishop’s Budget 
The Very Rev. Canon Lawrence Hill presented the Budget Report for Year Completed 2017 and the 
Operating Budget for 2018.   Motions were made to receive and to approve the Budgets.  The Budget 
Reports were received and approved unanimously. 
 
Canon to the Ordinary’s Report 
The Very Rev. Canon Lawrence Hill presented his report of changes in the Diocese since the 2017 
Synods. 
 
Transfer to Another ACNA Diocese 
St. Augustine Anglican Church, ACW – transfer to Diocese of the Southwest 
 
Vacancies Filled: 
St. Luke’s Anglican, Manakin-Sabot, VA – Fr. Terry Troyer 
St. Nicholas, Kissimmee, FL – Fr. Bradley Page 
 
Total Congregations: 
 
We have 35 congregations in the Missionary Diocese of All Saints. 
 
Clergy Changes – Since 2017 Diocesan Synods 
 



Ordinations: 
 
Rev. Dn. Clarence Hyatt – 04/23/2017 
Rev. Fr. Wesley Walker – 06/03/2017 
Rev. Dn. Frederick Schwarz – 06/09/2017 
 
Transferred In: 
 
Rev. Fr. Terry Troyer – 08/21/2017 
Rev. Fr. Bradley Page – 02/04/2018 
 
Reinstated: 
 
Rev. Dn. Val Finnell – 10/11/2017 
 
Transferred Out to ACNA Diocese or Partner: 
 
Rev. Dn. Vince Coppola – 12/28/20017 
 
Resigned/Renunciation/Moved to Different Communion: 
 
Rev. Dn. James Brandmueller 
Rev. Dn. Val Finnell 
 
Deceased: 
 
Rev. Fr. Dan Hart – 04/29/2017 
Rev. Dn. Pete Betters – 08/06/2017 
Rev. Dn. Robert Chalmers – 10/10/2017 
Rev. Fr. Ernie Alt – 10/18/2017 
 
Postulants: 
 
Neil Hansberger 
Joshua Devries 
 
Total Clergy: 
 
Bishops – 5 (2 Retired) 
Priests -- 82 (10 Retired) 
Deacons – 22 (1 Retired) 
 
Elections to the Standing Committee 
Following the Canon to the Ordinary’s Report on changes in the Diocese, the Very Rev. Lawrence Hill 
announced the need to fill two clergy vacancies to the Standing Committee.  One clergy will have a term 
ending in 2020 while another clergy will have a term ending in 2021.  Rev. Dr. James Hutchinson and 
Deaconess Dr. Paul Rose are both retiring from the Standing Committee.  They were thanked for their 
faithful service. 



 
Three clergy were nominated and seconded for the Standing Committee: 
 Fr. Chris Linebarger 
 Dn. Fred Schwarz 
 Fr. Terry Troyer 
Nominations were moved to close and seconded with a vote taken by paper ballot.  Fr. Chris Linebarger 
was elected to fill the term ending 2021 and Fr. Terry Troyer was elected to fill the term ending 2020. 
 
The Very Rev. Canon Hill announced one lay position was needed with a term ending 2021 for the 
Standing Committee and opened the nominations.  Sue Tolbert was the sole nominee.  Nominations 
were moved to close, seconded and Sue Tolbert was elected by acclamation as the Lay member of the 
Standing Committee with a term ending 2021. 
 
Election for the June 2019 Provincial Assembly (Plano, Texas) 
Prior to nominations for these positions, the Very Rev. Canon Hill announced that the delegates to the 
Provincial Assembly must be willing and able to travel at their own expense and asked for volunteers 
willing to do so.  The following people volunteered, were nominated, seconded and elected by 
acclamation: 
 2 Clergy:  Rev. Fr. Shaun LaDuc, Rev. Fr. Terry Moore 
 2 Laity:     Mrs. Nancy Moore, Mrs. Joanna LaDuc 
 1 Youth:   Miss Joanna Lemon 
 
Small Group Sessions’ Responses to the Bishops’ Presentations 
Following the Business Session, the attendees were divided into 9 small groups with 30 minutes to 
respond to the three presentations by Bishop Ilgenfritz, Bishop Sutton and Bishop Hicks from the 
morning sessions.  To guide the discussion, we were given talking points: 

1. What is your response to each of the Bishops’ presentations? 
2. How might they affect you and/or your parish? 
3. What did they say that was new to you or jumped out at you? 

Each person in every group was asked to respond to the talking points and speak freely as the Lord may 
direct.  One person was designated as moderator to keep the discussion flowing and include everyone in 
the group.  One person was designated to record the group’s various comments and to share them in a 
report at the end of the small group sessions.  Each group reported back to the entire Synod while 
Bishop Ilgenfritz took notes on the groups’ comments, concerns and questions. 
 
Bishop Ilgenfritz’s Final Comments 
Following the small group recorders’ reports to the Synod, Bishop Ilgenfritz thanked each group for their 
input and made some final comments.  He said both our bishops were surprised by the Primate of South 
Sudan’s ordination of a woman bishop.  Bishop Ilgenfritz thinks the PNCC (Polish National Catholic 
Church) is a better option for exit than coming into the REC (Reformed Episcopal Church).  Conversation 
with the REC is continuing.  The PNCC and MDAS are in conversation.  ACNA has pulled out of 
conversation with PNCC.  We have begun the conversation about the direction MDAS should take.  It 
was never intended to make a decision about our direction forward at this Synod. 
 
Bishop Lipka’s Final Comments 
The Church is not a democracy.  We need to care about what the Church has taught for 2,000 years.  We 
are about discerning the will of the Father for the Church.  The “Anglican Communion” does not exist.  It 
is a federation of individual provinces.  ACNA is a federation of independent dioceses.  We already are a 



continuing church.  In a federation, there is too much liberty to do “my will” not the “Father’s will.”  The 
REC and the Union of Scranton are two possible “exit ramps.”  God is not surprised by all of this.  We 
need to listen to what the Church teaches to discern the Father’s will. 
 
Closing Eucharist – Reaffirmation of Clergy Ordination Vows 
 
Rt. Rev. Richard Lipka gave the homily based on John 7:37-52.  Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life.  
He has given us the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, who is the Living Water bubbling up inside believers 
to give us everything we need to know, love and serve Jesus.  We must obey the Great Commission and 
“go if you want to grow,” guided and empowered by the Holy Spirit who leads us into all truth. 
 
Following the homily, the clergy presented themselves before the bishops and each reaffirmed their 
ordination vows.  Bishop Ilgenfritz closed the Eucharist with a blessing. 
 
 
 
   


